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Consider  the Future—Help Save Pine Creek 

CALL TO ACTION: 

A SQUEAKY WHEEL 

An environmental nightmare is 
developing in PA and especially for 
Pine Creek and the PA Wilds: new 
U.S. environmental policy is slashing 
environmental regulations and 
programs, PA budget cuts to DEP 
and DCNR, and rising natural gas 
prices will insure a new wave of 
natural gas drilling, pipelines, frack-
water waste disposal concerns, and 
o t h e r  t h r e a t s  t o 
our fragile watershed. 

In times of limited budgets and 
shrinking personnel, state agencies 
have to make tough choices as to 
industry oversight, inspections, 
and enforcement actions. It will be 
the SQUEAKY WHEEL that gets 
attention to issues and concerns. It is 
very important that DEP, DCNR 
and your political representatives 
( G o v e r n o r ,  S t a t e  S e n a t o r s /
Representatives, County Commis-
sioners, and Township Supervisors) 

all know that you value our drinkable 
water, fishable streams, state forest, 
quality of life, etc.  

Local organizations such as The Pine 
Creek Watershed Council, Tiadagh-
ton Chapter of Trout Unlimited, 
Tiadaghton Audubon Society, Tioga 
County Concerned Citizens, and The 
Pine Creek Headwaters Protection 
Group are all environmental 
protection-based organizations that 
represent YOU.  Please give them 
your support. Attend a meeting, 
express your concerns, and help 
prevent further damage to our area. 

Summer 2017 

The Pine Creek  
 

President’s Column Ron Comstock 

(Newsletter of the Pine Creek Headwaters Protection Group) 

Our mission: 

Keeping Pine Creek Clean 

Our vision:   

Pine Creek will be a peaceful watershed 
with clean, cold water that is a sanctuary 
for both wildlife and humans.   

Contact us! 

Website: http://pinecreekheadwaters.weebly.com/ 

Email: pinecreekheadwaters@gmail.com 

Phone: 570-724-5097 

Please join us at our monthly meetings: Jan.—Oct. 
every fourth Thursday at 7 p.m. in the room next to the 
cafeteria at Soldiers & Sailors Memorial Hospital in 
Wellsboro, PA.  

View from Snyder Point 

Volunteers Clean Up 
Pine Creek Watershed 

The Pine Creek Headwaters Pro-
tection Group  and dedicated vol-
unteers met on May 21 to clean up 
the north end of the PA Grand 
Canyon. The group pulled out 
several tires and filled up bags full 
of trash. Many thanks to our awe-
some volunteers and Pine Creek 
Outfitters for the boating gear and 
shuttle. 

We announce these events on our 
website, group e-mail, and on the 
“Pine Creek, PA” Facebook page. If 
you want to join us, please make 
sure you're on the our group's e-list 
or check Facebook for details! 

Sand Run Falls 
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On April 18 I had a conversation 
with Ali T. Morris, director of DEP's 
Municipal and Residual Waste divi-
sion, who gave me an update on the 
General Permit application submit-
ted by Clean Earth, Inc. (CE) back 
in mid-2016 to spread Marcellus 
and Utica Shale drilling returns 
across Pennsylvania. 

For three years, Pine Creek Head-
w a t e r s  P r o t e c t i o n  G r o u p 
has actively opposed the application 
of horizontal and vertical drilling 
returns as “fill”, “base”, “cover” or 
any other use which would allow its 
heavy metal and other components 
easy access to contaminate Pennsyl-
v a n i a ' s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y -
guaranteed clean air and clean 
water.  One company (CE) seeks 
DEP permits to mix drilling returns 
w i t h  c e m e n t ,  r e - l a b e l  i t 

"engineered fill", and use it across 
our Commonwealth.  To clarify, 
"engineered fill" is a meaningless 
industry term; it has no stand-
ing scientifically or bureaucratical-
ly.  DEP regards drilling returns as 
Residual Waste, and much of it 
should be labeled Hazardous Waste 
if it were not for federal (political) 
mandates exempting oil/gas exploi-
tation by-products from the Hazard-
ous label. (See footnotes below.) 

CE's last use of this waste product 
under their 5-year Research and 
Development permit (expired March 
17, 2017) was their first allowed ap-
plication on a "virgin" site (their 
term), improving a road at Ly-
coming County's Bobst Mountain 
Hunting Club.  CE's  or igi -
nal application for this project was 
for 10 miles of roadway, using about 
50,000 tons of Residual Waste; how-
ever, DEP only approved eight-
tenths of a mile, using some 4,000 
tons.  Yet even with a half-year of 
time extensions, on a project less 
than one-tenth of their original pro-
posal, CE did not finish the project. 
Tioga Countians may remember 
that CE's proposed Wellsboro Air-
port project called for 500,000 tons! 

DEP made an on-site inspection 
March 2, confirming the work 
had not been completed, and or-
dered a halt to CE's activity.  A sec-
ond DEP inspection was done at 
Bobst Mtn. in May, and a confer-
ence held between DEP and CE 
leadership to discuss CE's failure 
to complete its project. Possible out-
comes include civil and finan-
cial penalties. 

CE's original General Permit appli-
c a t i o n  w a s 
deemed "administratively incom-
plete" in DEP’s 'deficiency notice' 

send to CE on Oct. 21, 2016.  On 
April 18, Ms. Morris informed 
me that CE's re-submission is again 
"administratively incomplete", and 
the current talks between CE and 
DEP would address the revised/ in-
complete 'GP' application, and the 
failure to complete the Bobst Mtn 
project. 

I hope Northern Tier residents will 
c o n t i n u e  t o  s u p p o r t 
PCHPG's monitoring of EACH and 
EVERY attempt to spread Residual 
Waste across our fertile lands and 
clean waterways. 

[1] An undated EPA document titled 
"Exemption of Oil and Gas Explora-
tion and Production Wastes from 
Federal Hazardous Waste Regula-
tions" had the following quote refer-
ring to Solid Waste produced during 
O i l  a n d  G a s  E x p l o r a t i o n 
and Production: "In addition, alt-
h o u g h  t h e y  a r e  r e l i e v e d 
from regulation as hazardous 
wastes, the exemption does not mean 
these wastes could not present a haz-
ard to human health and 
the environment if improperly man-
aged." 

[2] Quote from Jan. 2014 Region 3 
EPA (Philadelphia HQ) on the per-
mit for Elk County's Deep Well in-
jection of “produced water” and oth-
er liquid wastes from Marcellus 
Shale exploitation: "Individual con-
stituents within the brine produced 
during an oil or gas production can 
be toxic, hazardous, or radioactive. 
However, these fluids, when pro-
duced in association with oil and 
gas production, are exempt from 
hazardous waste regulation and are 
not classified as hazardous under 
the  Resource  Conserva t i on 
and Recovery Act, 42 U.SC. Section 
6901 et seq." 

Monitoring Residual Waste Use in the Northern Tier      Bryn Hammarstrom 

Article originally run as an op-ed in the Wellsboro Gazette on May 4, 2017 
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Hometown Science Festival          Liz Costanzo Kreger 

Mark your calendars for the first annual Hometown Science Festival. Join local re-
searchers, natural resource managers, health care professionals, teachers, stu-
dents and citizens from our region and community to celebrate "Hometown Sci-
ence" with hands-on science activities and demonstrations for children and fami-
lies! This event will be he held on the Green in Wellsboro, Saturday August 12th 
from 10am to 4pm. For more information about the Hometown Science Series & 
Festival, please contact hometownscience@gmail.com or visit us on Facebook 
@HometownScience. 

PCHPG Thanks These Local Businesses for their Generous Support 

* = new sponsor   ** = Friend of Pine Creek 

Automax Tire & Auto Center 
Dr. Robert Bair, DMD 
* Baker-Tilly (Tim Gooch, CPA) 
Stephen J. Banik & Associates 
Dr. Lee Bellinger, MD 
Dr. Richard Black, DMD 
Bulas Jewelers 
Century 21 Wilkinson-Dunn 
Dr. Barry Clark, MD 
Cornell Brothers, Inc. 
(Middlebury Cntr) 
** Emerge Healing Arts and 
Spa 

Foor and Assoc. Architects 
Dr. David Fox, OD 
Dr. Grady Gafford, MD 
Garrisons Men’s Shop 
Ginn and Vickery PC 
Howard Hanna Realty Pioneers 
Joker’s Coal 
** Land Services Group/ 
Cunningham Surveyors 
* Atty. Lynn Mader 
** Mead’s Auctions and Tent 
Rental 
Mountain Valley Realty 

John F. Murphy, Esq. 
The Native Bagel 
Night and Day Coffee Café  
Oswald Cycle Works 
Owlett’s Farm Store (Niles 
Valley) 
The Painted Cupboard 
* Penn Oak Realty 
* PNT Collision 
* Dr. Nicole Quezada 
Spencer, Gleason, Hebe, & 
Rague PC 
Stained Glass Reflections 

Steve’s Beverage Center 
Stewart Opticians 
* Tioga Office Products 
Tony’s Italian Cuisine 
* Tussey-Mosher Funeral Home 
Walrath and Coolidge 
* Atty. Tom Walrath 
West End Market Café  
Wild Asaph Outfitters 
Wilkinson-Dunn Insurance  
Yorkholo Brewing Co. 

Pine Creek Gorge Natural Area Buffers      Mark Simonis 

Some of us from PCHPG recently 
met with the PA DCNR Bureau of 
Forestry staff to discuss concerns 
about the near clear-cutting practic-
es conducted within the Pine Creek 
Gorge Natural Area buffers.  Those 
folks did a great job of explaining 
how their State Forest Resource 
Management Plan (SFRMP) ad-
dresses what can and cannot be 
done within those areas.  We appre-
ciate their patience with us non-
forester types! 

The SFRMP includes a section on 
“Wild and Natural Area Definitions 
and Guidelines,” which states that 
within Natural and Wild Areas, 
“Timber harvesting is not permitted 
except as may be required for 

maintenance of the public safety.” It 
also states, “Natural areas will be 
left undisturbed with natural suc-
cession allowed to occur. Interven-
tion will only be permitted when 
man-caused activities or events 
threaten its natural value. …A 600-
foot wide management buffer will be 
maintained around Natural Areas 
except when a road, pipeline or pow-
er line serves as a boundary in 
which case a 300 foot wide buffer 
will apply.” As is the case with the 
Pine Creek Gorge Natural Area, 
many natural area boundaries are 
the surrounding roads including 
Colton Road, Painter Leetonia 
Road, West Rim Road, and Clay 
Mine Road. Along these roads the 
buffer is 300-foot. 

Another section of the SFRMP enti-
tled Sivilculture, however, goes on 
to define “Aesthetic/Buffer Manage-
ment Zones". This section makes al-
lowances for timber harvesting 
within the natural area buffers and 
describes the types of treatments 
that can be done. In this section, 
whose aesthetic is being utilized?  
The treatments we are seeing in the 
Pine Creek Gorge Natural Area 
buffers do not appear to be aesthetic 
buffers. Although a forester may be 
able to see the difference, to the un-
trained eye these look very much 
like near clear cuts. Who are these 
buffers for?  Are they for trained for-
esters or are they for the general 
public who drive, bike, or hike along 
the Pine Creek Gorge Natural Area?   



 

PO Box 445 
Wellsboro, Pa 16901 
 

PINE CREEK HEADWATERS 
PROTECTION GROUP 

I Want to Help Pine Creek 
Name:__________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 

City:___________________________ State:________ Zip:__________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________ 

I want to join or renew my membership with PCHPG: 

_________Individual $10.00 

__________Family $15.00 

_________Donation  

Mail To:  
Pine Creek Headwaters Protection Group 

P.O. Box 445 
Wellsboro, Pa 16901 

We need your financial support to con nue our important work! 

Renew your membership to keep receiving this bi‐annual newsle er and (rare!) no fica ons of events. 
Please provide an email address, if available, to help us save on mailing expenses.   


